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Research Background

The declining marriage rates is a function of
a gradual postponementpostponement of marriage?
or an abandonmentabandonment of marriage? 

In 2006, one in 7.4 babies born in Taiwan is 
NewNew Son of TaiwanSon of Taiwan

One in 4.1 couples is an intercultural unionintercultural union
with a foreign or mainland Chinese spouse

Possible solutions for Taiwan＇s lowestlowest--low low 
fertility ratefertility rate
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Organization of Presentation

The Changing Practices and Attitudes 
toward Union Formation

The Emergence of Intercultural Marriage

Reproductive Behaviors of Foreign and 
Mainland Chinese Spouses

Conclusion and Discussion
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Major Changes in Union Formation

Arranged marriage Love marriage
Compatibility between two families in socioeconomic 
status, cultural background, and value system⋯

Parents＇ approval is still important

Early & universal marriage Late & less marriage
While the proportion of single men decreases annually,
the share of single women has been increasing from the 
beginning of 1990s.

The proportion of married Taiwanese decreases as well
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The Marital Status of Aged 15 and Over 
Taiwanese by Sex: 1956-2005

9.22.36.15.553.654.731.137.52005

8.62.34.84.356.356.030.437.42001

7.82.23.33.158.956.430.038.31996

7.12.52.42.461.057.229.638.01991

6.92.31.61.761.757.027.739.01986

6.92.21.11.261.556.030.440.61981
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Married Rate (%) by Sex and Age Group, 
2004 vs. 2005
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Single Population by Sex and Age Group, 
1971-2005

9.57.96.65.63.62.82.340-44

14.812.19.17.76.04.03.035-39

26.922.216.412.99.88.15.230-34

59.150.740.533.124.619.717.125-29

Women
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41.236.531.724.417.313.712.330-34

76.871.364.657.648.741.139.925-29

Men
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Proportion of Female Students in Higher Education 
and Sex Ratio of Aged 15-24 Taiwanese, 1995-2004
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Changes in Education Homogamy

In 1983

H>W: 38%          »
H=W: 40% «

H<W: 22% «

In 2003

H>W: 31%  
H=W: 42% 
H<W: 27% 
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Declining Total Fertility Rates, 1951-2004
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Age Specific Fertility Rates Per Thousand 
Childbearing Women Aged 15-49, 1981-2004
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The Emergence of Intercultural Marriage

Interethnic intercultural marriages

The lifting of martial law +open policy toward China 
Mainland Chinese spouses

First wave of foreign brides: 
Hakka in Indonesia Farming & rural areas

｀Go-South Policy＇ Marriage brokers
More marriage migrants from Southeast Asia, Vietnam* 
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Total Population: 
22,770,383

Four Ethnic Group

1. Fujianese: 68%

2. Hakka: 17%

3. Mainlander: 13%

4. Indigenous People: 2%

Non-Taiwanese Spouses
374,423 (1.6%)

61.6%

20.1
%

6.9%

2.6
%

1.6%

1.2%
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Number and Percent of Foreign and Mainland 
Chinese Spouses by Selected Locations, 1987-2005

4.82.572.120.616,355Taichung city

1.20.765.832.321,393Kaoshiung
county

1.41.959.137.621,847Taichung county

2.72.072.722.624,490Kaoshiung city

2.82.559.934.838,284Taoyuan county

8.47.368.815.539,486Taipei city *

4.25.862.127.971,439Taipei county 

3.12.961.632.4374,423Taiwan

OthersHK & MacaoMainlanderSE AsianAll spouses
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Reproductive Behaviors of Foreign and 
Mainland Chinese Spouses

Research Objectives:

By analyzing the first national survey data, I present 
major reproductive and productive roles and outcomes of 
foreign and mainland Chinese spouses in Taiwan.

Is intercultural marriage a possible solution towards 
relatively low marriage and fertility rates of Taiwan 
population?
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2003 Survey of Living Conditions of Foreign 
and Mainland Chinese Spouses

In June 2004, the Ministry of the Interior published the initial results of 
this first national survey. 

The sample consists of 240,837 foreign (101,615) and Mainland Chinese 
(139,222) spouses who were granted citizenship or alien residency 
permits between Jan 1987 and Aug 2003.

Survey period: Oct 17 to Nov 7, 2003
Interviewers: Civil Servants

Response rate: 73%
81% of foreign spouses vs. 67% of Mainland Chinese spouses

57% respond by him/herself
15% by others due to language limitation  
28% by others due to returning to home countries or employment
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Proportion of 
Non-Taiwanese Wives
at Township Level

* Fully covered!



19

Proportion of 
Mainlander Wives

Proportion of 
SE Asian Wives
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Proportion of 
Mainlander Wives

Proportion of 
SE Asian Wives
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Proportion of 
Mainlander Wives

Proportion of 
SE Asian Wives
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Foreign Wives "breeding like rabbits" and 
having children of "low quality" ?

Relatively high proportion of Taiwanese men married to 
non-Taiwanese spouses have a high-school education. 

11% of Taiwanese are classified as having a mental or 
physical impairment, or a low income. 

Low birthrate is found which is even lower than Taiwanese 
women's birthrate of 1.24. 

Only 0.1% of children of foreign and Mainland mothers 
suffer from developmental delay, which is also lower than 
the national average. 
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Reproductive Outcomes of Foreign and 
Mainland Chinese Spouses

3.80.21.10.44 + 

1.881.451.681.49Mean (-childless)

1.330.711.061.04Mean (all sample)

10.02.16.64.03

29.617.426.025.12

27.329.429.140.51 

29.350.937.230.00

HK & MacauMainlandOthersSE Asian

MainlanderForeigner
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Descriptive Statistics of Foreign and 
Mainland Chinese Spouses

19.310.564.86.9College

30.727.519.021.3Senior high

28.340.910.335.7Junior high
18.718.85.633.1Elementary
3.02.30.33.0Illiteracy

Education 
9.51.14.60.165 +

10.42.310.20.455-64
24.68.017.32.245-54
35.520.636.59.635-44
18.556.529.341.325-34
1.511.62.046.5Age             15-24 

HK & MacauMainlandOthersSE Asian
MainlanderForeigner



25

Descriptive Statistics of Foreign and Mainland 
Chinese Spouses: Employment Status
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Logistic Regression Results of 
Reproductive Outcomes (1/4)

0.563***-0.5740.747***-0.291College

0.677***-0.3900.804***-0.219Senior high

0.749***-0.2900.896***-0.110Junior high

--------Elementary (ref.)

Education level

--------45 and over (ref.) 

0.408***-0.8970.314***-1.16035-44

0.248***-1.3930.167***-1.79225-34

0.041***-3.1920.203***-1.59215-24

Age group

1.853***0.6170.542***-0.613SE Asian origin/Mainlander

Non-Taiwanese Wife

odd ratiobodds ratiob

More than 2 ChildrenChildless
Variables
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Logistic Regression Results of 
Reproductive Outcomes (2/4)

1.0790.0761.092***0.088Husband’s disadvantage status
0.729**-0.3161.452***0.373Husband’s minority status
--------Unemployed (ref.)

1.1000.0950.654***-0.424Part-time
0.888*-0.1180.644***-0.440Service labor
0.940-0.0620.535***-0.625Manufacturing
1.360***0.3080.567***-0.568Farming 

Husband’s employment
--------Wife higher (ref.)

0.891**-0.1160.905***-0.100Similar education
0.769***-0.2620.858***-0.153Husband higher

Education gap
0.851***-0.1621.139***0.130Age gap more than 10 yrs

odds ratiobodds ratiobDifference between Couple
More than 2 ChildrenChildless
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Logistic Regression Results of 
Reproductive Outcomes (3/4)

More than 2 ChildrenChildless

odds ratiobodds ratiob

1.078*0.0750.579***-0.547Co-residing w/parents-in-law

10.488***2.350First year of marriage***

3.893***1.3590.178***-1.725First marriage

Marital Characteristics
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Logistic Regression Results of 
Reproductive Outcomes (4/4)

3.182***1.1580.535***-0.625Kinmen & Matsu

1.1580.1471.092*-0.088Eastern region

0.962-0.0381.038*-0.037Southern region  

1.151***0.1410.997-0.003Central region

--------Northern region (ref.)

Geographic space

0.754***-0.2821.179***0.164Metropolitan area

Place of Residence

odds ratiobodds ratiob

More than 2 ChildrenChildlessVariables
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Total Births and Sex Ratio at Birth by 
Mother＇s Origin in Taiwan, 1998-2005

1.0871.0991.090205,8542005
1.1061.0761.106216,4192004

1.1821.1321.2771.2291.102217,4562003
1.2001.1841.2091.2341.098236,6872002
1.1141.0931.1581.1981.087246,3812001
1.1711.1321.1751.1251.096292,7242000
1.1871.1661.2141.1631.093270,2171999
1.1631.1411.1741.1541.088254,7761998

MainlanderSE AsianMainlanderSE AsianSex RatioNumber
Sex Ratio of 2nd BirthSex Ratio of 1st BirthbTaiwan’s Total BirthsaYear
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Conclusion and Discussion

Late marriage + Intercultural marriages
Timing and Form of marriages

Lifelong singleness? Postponement of marriage?
Positive assortative matching on education and age

Possible negative consequences of intercultural 
marriages on the family and the overall society? 

Minority group status vs. Assimilationist hypothesis

Quality of data set
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Nonresponse
Mainlanders

Nonresponse
SE Asians

% of 
N-response

% of 
N-response
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8-day Match-Making 
Tour

Day1: Departure

Day2: Match-making

Day3: Decision-making

Day4: Document filing

Day5: Marital banquet

Day6: Visiting wife’s kin

Day7: Relaxing time

Day8: Back to Taiwan

“Interview” at airports



Thank You 

Comments & Questions 
Welcome


